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“The purpose of the Eastsound Planning Review Committee is to advise the planning department, the planning commission and the County Council on land use and development matters affecting Eastsound”
EASTSOUND PLANNING AND REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES
Orcas Island Senior Center Betty Lundeen Room
December 8, 2022
3:00 pm

The meeting was held in person at the Orcas Island Senior Center Betty Lundeen Room and online through Teams. We had some technical difficulties setting up and during the meeting.

Meeting was called to order by Leith Templin, Chair at 3:00 pm
 
Committee Members present at the Senior Center were Leith Templin, Terry Gillespie, Charles Toxey, Scott Lancaster by Teams, Brian Wiese (was ill) and Byrnna Byrd were absent, Cindy Wolf, SJCC liaison by Teams, David Williams, SJC Public Works Director in person as well as community members

Meeting was called to order by Leith Templin, Chair at 3:00 pm

Public Comment

Bob Eagan came to hopefully keep the discussion moving forward with parking.  Also, he had spoke to a community person who is interested in more EV stations in Eastsound and on Orcas in general.

Council Update with Cindy Wolf

Cindy reported that the comprehensive plan was adopted at the November 30th Special Meeting. She introduced Brandon Cadwell our Parks and Fairs Director. He spoke to the ablility that Parks and Rec can accept donations (art) for the county.  Brandon sees Parks and Fair as an arm to help facilitate that. They are putting together materials for soliciting and requests for proposals for Prune Alley and other areas in the county.  He is working on draft documents for solicitation, bids, funding, and he is trying to get these documents together by the end of the year.  Will develop an interim committee and a commission will be appointed next year.
Margaret Payne and Heather Oaksen, Orcas residents are currently on the Parks and Rec board. No funding sources are available at this time for Prune Alley, only donations could be excepted at this time. Other funding sources will possibly be available once the framework of the committee is complete.

Charles questioned-when a county wide commission is created will the respective community members speak for their own island?  

If EPRC has any questions or knows of anyone who would like to donate they need to contact Brandon at Brandonc@sanjuanco.com.

Jan Fuller is the new council person for Lopez and will be sworn in at the first meeting in January.
Dec 13th is Jamie Stephens last regular meeting as council person for Lopez.  Current council had a nice reception thanking him for his service on Lopez this week.

David explained that when the Comprehensive Plan was adopted on November 30th it is  considered the ‘draft document” the final final draft should be available in a couple of weeks. Staff is working on getting all punctuation and grammatical errors corrected. Comprehensive Plan goes into effect April 1st. There are a few code changes that need to happen right now before it goes into effect. 

Chair Report

Committee reviewed the draft of the Annual Report that needs to be submitted by December 31, 2023. Leith asked the committee members to review, and a finished version will be sent out to all committee members and then on to staff by the 31st.

Streetscapes 

Colin stated the rules are very ridged.  He would like to have some flexibility with some individual streets to make adjustment/alterations because of problem areas on some streets to meet the prescribed requirements.

Charles stated his goals for priority 
1. Canopy forming street trees
2. 5-foot-wide sidewalk (concession for power transformers, trees etc.
3. Parking
4. Planter strips
5. Multiuse paths (wider path 10 ft foot and bicycle traffic with shoulder)

In past meetings with Colin, we talked about coming up with some alternative suggestions and if we do something like this EPRC would still like to be involved with the final alterations.
EPRC needs to review the streetscapes and then present to Colin at a future date.  Let us look at the February meeting.

Victoria Hill stretch was  used as an example during this discussion as to why we want to work to  have some flexibility in the code to have a better result. We had technical difficulties during this discussion time.  This strip from Orcas Hardware to Victoria Hill has several driveways and parking areas that make for a difficult situation.


Permits
BUILD-22-0344 
Application: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27361/
Plans: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27360/ 

Comments- BUILD-22-0344   254 North Beach Rd. Eastsound 271455214000

This permit application references the Payment in lieu of Parking program which was never implemented and has been repealed.  So, the applicant will need to provide onsite parking including one wider ADA space, a 24’ span for cars to turn around to exit the driveway, while maintaining the open space percentage requirement.  The continuous dining bar along the south wall shows only 8 seats, please check these calculations.  The septic tank is labeled New Septic Tank.  Please check with ESWD that they have approved the tank size and grease trap for the increased use of a restaurant.  Please also require and review an exterior lighting plan that will comply with 18.30.690.  Also, please inform the applicant that the County intends to implement International Dark Skies regulations in the near future with pole height limitations. So, they may wish to limit exterior lighting and/or utilize IDS approved exterior lighting at the outset. 
[bookmark: 18.30.690]
18.30.690 Exterior lighting.
Exterior lighting shall be energy-efficient and shielded or recessed so that direct glare and reflections are contained within the boundaries of the lot. Exterior lighting shall be directed downward and away from adjoining properties and public rights-of-way. No lighting shall blink, flash, or be of unusually high intensity or brightness. All lighting fixtures shall be appropriate in scale, intensity, and height to the use they are serving. Any lighting installed in parking areas shall be of direct cutoff design so that the source is not visible from adjacent property. Decorative lighting shall be limited to incandescent lamps with a maximum of 25 watts per bulb and 500 watts overall. An exception to the exterior lighting standards applies to holiday lighting between October 15th and February 15th. (Ord. 21-2015 § 25)


David says that the staff is planning on looking at the Eastsound Subarea mid-year. In the next three month David would like us to go through and highlight what we think needs to be changed.  Charles will send out the document that we have started on to all members. Leith suggested we do a special meeting in the future to work on.
David also added these monies have been budgeted, $100,000 for updated critical area ordinance, $50,000 for parking study that has been approved and looking for money from LTAC to replace P that $50,000 so that could then go to other expenses.  Get a comprehensive parking plan for not only Eastsound but for transportation from the ferry to Eastsound and beyond.
Additional code enforcement person has been hired.
Charles would like to pursue some kind of regulations for storage containers.  Need time limit and building requirements, like roof, siding and not in the commercial district.
Also, can there be a periodic sweep of signs for profit signs on roadways. Cindy suggested that Erin Wygant to send out a reminder letter and announce in the paper the regulation for signs.  Terry asked David if the new code enforcement officer could please make sure that the lightening requirements are checked when doing inspections.


Meeting adjourned at 4:29 

Respectfully submitted,

Leith Templin, Chair


NEXT REGULAR MEETING January 5, 2023, at the Senior Center
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