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EASTSOUND PLANNING REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES
September 2, 2021
3:00 PM-5:00PM

Due to COVID-19, and restrictions on gatherings of more than 5 people, public access is limited to online only.
Committee members present by Zoom were Leith Templin, Charles Toxey, Brian Wiese, and Scott Lancaster.  Adam Zack from CDMP, Cindy Wolf, County Council member, Jesse Seitz-Douglas, PW, and the public joined by Zoom.
Charles moved to approved minutes of August and Scott seconded motion approved 
Scott moved to accept the agenda and Charles seconded, motion approved

Chair Report
Leith reported on the last Planning Commission.  The PC did not make any recommendation about Option B (the recommendation by staff concerning land use redesignation of corner of North Beach Rd and Mt. Baker) and have decided to wait for the public input in the upcoming public hearings before they will make a recommendation to the Council.

Cindy Wolff
Most pressing issues are about Covid and ferries.  
There are some more Covid cases on Orcas and contract tracers are on it.  Appears the vaccinations are working.  All county employees and committee (volunteers) members need to be vaccinated by Oct 31st. 
Some Ferries employees are not wanting to adhere to Governor Inslee’s mandate for all government employees to be vaccinated. The union contract reads a labor action can not interfere with the operation of the ferry because it is necessary essential transportation but the bargaining for health says they can call in sick. They can call for a “sick out” and could call for that over Labor Day Weekend. Cindy is talking to the legislators, and they are working on it. Everybody has been alerted to prepare for it if it happens.
Cindy did talk with Sara Farish and due to her family obligations, she is not able to continue with EPRC.
Leith brought up with Cindy about a discussion she had with Erika at the beginning of the year about EPRC having a Teams account as well as for us to get San Juan County emails for all EPRC members because by using our personal emails they are subject to public disclosure for public records request.  It has been working well for the Planning Commission.  That way we only have that email for county business and should be easier to find past emails.   Adam with work with Leith to get the emails set up.

Public Comment

No public comment

Prune Alley with Jesse Douglas-Seitz

Jesse told us that the advertisement had gone out for the Prune Alley Project last week and the bids will be opened on Oct 13th. Construction is slated to start next Spring.  He thanked us for all the work we have done in the past couple of years and that it is nice that it is finally happening.  It has taken many years and a lot of time and effort from the community and staff to make this project a reality.  They have advertised in several places and are hoping for a good competitive bid. We are fully funded for the entire project. Jesse stated that it seems like all the hard work by everyone has paid off.
There are 120 working days is the contract for construction so it looks like at the beginning of the year there will be the time for talking about some of the amenities.

Charles asked about the procurement of the trees. Jesse replied that in the contract there is a height requirement and minimum diameter, and some site-specific pruning will need to be done when installed at the time of construction to meet road requirements. We had a discussion about the San Diego Buff color dye in the concrete.  EPRC still is requesting the concrete stain even through Colin does not support using a concrete dye and Jesse reported that it is not included in the contract. EPRC stressed that several members still support dying the concrete and will discuss it further in a future meeting.

Public Comment
No public comment

Adam Zack, SJC Planner III, Comprehensive Plan Update

Three phases

First Phase of public participation includes pop ups and open houses. Pop up in grocery stores during the day to meet and greet and provide overview on what will take place at the Open House (venue tba) that same evening. County staff will be present and will lead the discussions.  They will have different stations set up for different elements of the comprehensive plan. This is to provide Information for the public on the suggested changes to the comprehensive plan and an opportunity for them to ask questions.  This is an opportunity for the staff to inform the public on what things they will be wanting in the way of comments and how to do it.

Second Phases
There will be 5 Public Town Halls that will be held virtually, and the Planning Commission will be leading the meetings.
                 
Planning Commissioners members will hold a Town Hall meeting on housing, climate change, and the official map changes for each island. One for Orcas, San Juan, and Lopez.
Public to give feedback PC members, staff will be present to answer questions if needed

Third Phase
PC will come back and talk about all the information that they received during the public outreach and create a draft of the changes that comprehensive plan

Oct pop up and open houses in person (pop up in the afternoon and open houses in the evening)
October 13, Wednesday, pop up and town hall.  Talking about Eastsound changes sub area and island wide.  At the town hall there will be information for proposed changes county wide. Time for community to give feedback to Planning Commission members and staff.

Nov-Dec topic Town Hall (All virtual)

11/3 	Climate Change      Staff presentation for 20 minutes then 2 hours dialog with community and Planning Commission
11/10	 Housing                   
11/17	 San Juan Official Maps
12/8	 Orcas official maps     
12/15	 Lopez and Shaw

January public work sessions with PC next year   Will refine drafts to move to public hearings.  Public hearings are very formal
1/21 
2/18
Additional meetings may be needed

The purpose of the pop up and town halls sessions are for the public to get information on the purposed updates to the comprehensive plan so they will be better informed when the public hearings take place after the first of the year. The Planning Commission members are encouraged to attend these in-person meetings; however, county staff members will be leading these meetings. This is a good opportunity for the public to participate in preparation for the public hearings.

The work sessions are a good place for EPRC to participate in our lightning recommendations and other sub-area recommendations.
 
Permit Review

August Meeting
· BUILD-21-0233 264 Main Street – Commercial Re-Roof TPN 271442009000
No comments
· BUILD-21-0247 296 Main Street – Commercial Remodel TPN 271442010000
The parking spaces need to be checked with this one.  The original parking for this building is where there now is a building.
· BUILD-21-0243 68 North Beach Road – Commercial Remodel TPN 271455201000
This had been a smaller chocolate/coffee shop, smaller in size with fewer tables before.  Please look at what the required number of parking spaces are for the number of tables proposed and employees and how the requires spaces for the other uses in the buildings on site.  
September Meeting
· BUILD-21-0181 429 A Pine Street Residential – Ocean Forest LLC TPN 271453105000
· BUILD-21-0182 429 B Pine Street Residential – Ocean Forest LLC TPN 271453105000
· BUILD-21-0183 429 C Pine Street Residential – Ocean Forest LLC TPN 271453105000
Regarding the three Pine Street permits:  The inclusion of a turnaround between the three parking spaces and the sidewalk is a desirable feature.  It’s placement right up next to the sidewalk makes it part of the landing zone, however, which make it essentially an extension of the oversized driveway.  The proposed 25’ driveway is wider than standard making it more likely that those parking would just back out across the sidewalk to the street.  There is no separation between the turnaround and the sidewalk to prevent that from happening.  Could the parking area be moved slightly to the west and a separation between the sidewalk and the turnaround be used?  If so, the driveway width could be reduced at the street to meet the standard and improved safety achieved for pedestrians/others on the sidewalk.  We suggest a parking study be done.  

We continue to have a discussion on the concrete coloring, streetscapes and Steve Smith housing report which Ryan Page participated in.
Meeting adjourned at 5:00 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Leith Templin
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